Clodius and Pompeia                  171
Amelia keeping a strict watch ovei her; and Clodms, who was afraid of nothing, took advantage of the^ Bona Dea festival to make his way into Caesar's house dressed as a woman Unfoitunately for him, his disguise was detected The insulted Vestals and the other ladies who weie piesent flew upon him like the dogs of Actseon, tore his borrowed garments from him, and drove him into the street naked and wounded The adventure became known It was mentioned in the Senate, and the College of Priests was ordered to hold an inquiry The College found that Clodius had committed sacrilege, and the regular course m such cases wa.s to send the ofEendei to trial There was geneial unwillingness, however, to treat this matter seiiously Clodius had many friends m the house, and even Cicero, who was inchned at fiist to be severe, took on reflection a more lenient view Clodius had a sister, a light lady who, weary of her conquests ovei her fashionable admiiers, had tried her fascinations on the great oiator He had escaped complete subjugation, but he had been flattered by the attention of the seductive beauty, and was ready to help her brother out of his difficulty. Clodius was not yet the dangerous desperado which he afterwaids became, and immorality, though seasoned with impiety, might easily, it was thought, be made too much of Ccesai himself did not press for punishment As president of the college, he had acquiesced in their decision, and he divoiced the unfortunate Pompeia, but he expressed no opinion as to the extent of hei cutninal-ity, and he gave as his leason for separating fiorn hei, not that she was guilty, but that Csesai's wife must be above suspicion
Cato, howevei, insisted on a prosecution     Messala,